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Other Uses for Commas 

 

 
Write a dialogue in which three-four characters make introductions at a 
party or other event. With a small group, act out each other’s scenes, using 
the commas to cue pauses after each use of direct address.  
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Commas with Appositives 
An appositive is a further description of a noun and is set off with 
commas. Examples: 
My friend Jake, a runner, will be competing in the marathon on Saturday. 
The main speaker tonight, Ms. Raye, will arrive shortly. 
 
Appositives can also occur in phrases and subordinate clauses. 
Examples: 
Karen, a really outstanding skater, will teach an advanced level class. 
Chester A. Arthur, who is a less well-known American president, will also be
on the test. 
 
Below is an example of an appositive and a direct address. 
Have you met my aunt, Carla Morelli? Aunt Carla, this is my friend Jean. 
Direct Address 
When using someone’s name directly in a sentence, place a comma after 
the name to indicate that the person named is being addressed directly 
by the speaker. Examples: 
Holden, could you come over and help me? 
Please hand me that work folder, Manuel. 
The comma is a very useful piece of punctuation. Commas are used primarily 
to provide pauses in thought and to make a long sentence more 
understandable. Commas are also used when addressing people directly and 
in appositive phrases. See the examples below to understand these uses of 
the comma. 
lace commas where needed in the sentences below.  

. My neighbor next door Mr. Romaine is a really good car mechanic. 

. Whenever our car now ten years old won’t start, we call him. 

. Chuck Romaine Mr. Romaine’s son owns the garage his dad used to work for. 

. The garage a dependable place with good employees is very popular. 

. I have plans to study auto mechanics which is my best subject. 


