                Alternate Spelling Lists for Differentiated Instruction
Students benefit from word study instruction at their instructional levels. In small groups, phonics, vocabulary, and spelling instruction is differentiated.  Since spelling instruction reinforces the phonics and vocabulary instruction, three spelling lists were created to match the Approaching, On Level, and Beyond reading groups. 
The words have been chosen with many factors in mind including the difficulty of the words, and by the principle of word knowledge that students at different instructional levels need to learn.  
The words in the Approaching lists are easier than the On Level words, less complex patterns are presented and the words occur more frequently. The Beyond lists contain more complex patterns and replaces the easier words with more difficult and often, with words that occur less frequently. The Approaching and the Beyond lists are slightly less or more advanced than the On Level list.  In terms of spelling stages, the alternate lists are approximately a third of a developmental stage from the On Level list.  
For Grades 1 and 2, spelling lists contain two or three high frequency, sight words.  Students in the Approaching group will find these words difficult to learn to spell, and adjust expectations for these words; students in the Approaching group should read these words accurately in context. 
In weekly spelling assessments, students are expected to reach a high level of accuracy, in a 90% range.  This is possible when spelling instruction is differentiated using these three lists.  Often, teachers begin with a pretest on Monday to see if the words are within the instructional range, between 50% and 80% on such a pretest.  While it may appear that the words are too easy, consider the 90% accuracy level and consider the spelling principle that the students are learning and not just the spelling accuracy.  See if the students can generalize the spelling to other words, words that they use in their daily writing. 
For further assistance in choosing which spelling group would be best for your students, refer to the Spelling Inventory in Words Their Way by Donald Bear, or use a similar diagnostic assessment.

Examine students’ spelling errors to understand the types of spelling features students are ready to learn.  Students’ spelling knowledge can be assessed with any number of spelling inventories.  Look for what features students know and spell correctly, and then examine the spelling features students are misspelling and experimenting with, the features they are actively trying to learn. For example, a student who can spell most short vowel words correctly, from flip, to stump, and experiments with how to spell long vowels (e.g., BREEF  for brief) is ready to study long vowels, but not polysyllabic words from saddle to residence. Match students’ spelling errors with the program’s scope and sequence
