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Main Idea  4 ES 5.b

Certain natural processes 
cause rocks to break 
down into smaller pieces. 
These smaller pieces help 
to form Earth’s different 
soils.

Physical weathering 
causes Earth’s rocks to 
break apart into smaller 
pieces. (pp. 194–195)

Chemical weathering 
also causes rocks to 
break down into smaller 
pieces. (pp. 196–197)

Soil has weathered rock, 
minerals, humus, air, 
water, and bacteria in it. 
(p. 198)

  4 ES 5.b

Chapter 4 • Slow Changes on Earth	 Use with Lesson 1
Concept Summaries 	 Weathering
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