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Earth’s crust is made up 
of plates. Earthquakes 
occur when plates move 
suddenly along a fault. 
(pp. 248–251)

Main Idea  4 ES 5.a

Earth’s outer layer, the 
crust, is made up of 
large slabs of rock called 
plates. The sudden 
movement of these 
plates causes changes to 
occur on Earth’s surface.

A tsunami is a giant wave 
usually caused by an 
earthquake on the ocean 
floor. (pp. 252–253)

You can protect yourself 
during earthquakes 
and tsunamis by being 
prepared. (p. 254)

  4 ES 5.a

Chapter 5 • Fast Changes on Earth	 Use with Lesson 2
Concept Summaries 	 Earthquakes
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