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Main Idea  4 PS 1.a

Electric current is a flow 
of electrical charges. 
Electric current will only 
flow through a complete 
circuit. 

A flow of electrical 
charges is known as 
electric current. Current 
only flows through closed 
circuits. (pp. 298–299)

Series circuits have one 
path for electric current. 
Parallel circuits have 
many paths.  
(pp. 300–303)

The amount of current 
that flows through a 
circuit depends on 
voltage and resistance. 
(p. 304) 
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