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Main Idea  5 ES 4.c

Storms are caused by the 
collision of air masses 
that have different 
temperatures and 
humidities.

When air masses with 
different temperatures 
and moisture levels meet, 
they cause changes 
in air pressure and in 
weather that can lead to 
thunderstorms.  
(pp. 264–267)

Cyclones, such as 
hurricanes and tornadoes, 
are storms with a low 
pressure center that cause 
a circular pattern of winds 
to form. (pp. 268–271)

Other types of severe 
weather include monsoons 
and fog. (p. 272)

  5 ES 4.c

Chapter 5 • Earth’s Weather	 Use with Lesson 4
Concept Summaries	 Storms and Severe Weather
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